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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5016,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 661 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5016.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from New York (Mr. COLLINS) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5016)
making appropriations for financial
services and general government for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes, with Mr.
CoLLINS of New York in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CRENSHAW) and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. SERRANO) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to
present to the House the fiscal year
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2015 Financial Services and General
Government Appropriations bill.

This subcommittee has jurisdiction
over a great number of programs and
activities, including the Federal Judi-
ciary; the Treasury, which includes the
IRS; the Federal Trade Commission;
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion; the Small Business Administra-
tion; and several other activities.

All the agencies under this sub-
committee’s jurisdiction play an im-
portant role in the functioning of the
Federal Government, and I think it is
appropriate that all the Members of
the House have a chance to offer ger-
mane amendments that impact the
funding that is provided in this bill.

The bill that we are considering
today provides $21.3 billion in discre-
tionary funding, which is $566 million,
or 2.6 percent less than last year, and
$2.3 billion, or 9.6 percent less than the
request.

The subcommittee’s allocation has
been reduced, but it is one that is nec-
essary to live within the confines of
the budget agreement that was put to-
gether under the Ryan-Murray agree-
ment. The allocation is sufficient to
fund priority programs while reducing
some of the programs that are not es-
sential to the operation of the Federal
Government or have a history of wast-
ing taxpayer resources.

One of the main provisions of this
bill is funding for law enforcement.
The bill provides increased funding
over fiscal year 2014 for several law en-
forcement activities.
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The High Intensity Drug Trafficking
Areas program receives a $6.5 million
increase. The Drug-Free Communities
program receives a $3 million increase,
and the Treasury’s terrorism and fi-
nancial intelligence activities—they
are the ones who develop and enforce
sanctions—receive an $18 million in-
crease. In addition, we have ample
funding for the operations of the Fed-
eral judiciary and the D.C. Courts. We
also have money for the supervision of
offenders and defendants who are living
in our communities.

Another priority for the bill is sup-
porting small businesses and assisting
in private sector job creation. This bill
provides $195 million for the Small
Business Administration’s business
loan programs, and that supports $18.5
billion of lending under a program
called 7(a), and it supports $7.5 billion
under 504 lending. This bill also pro-
vides increases over the current year
for the Small Business Development
Centers. It provides increases for the
Women’s Business Centers and for the
Treasury’s Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund program.
In addition, this bill asks several of the
regulatory agencies to report to this
committee and to tell us how they are
doing as they attempt to eliminate
some of the burdensome, duplicative,
and just plain unnecessary regulations.

In order to live within our allocation,
we had to reduce funding in some
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areas. We actually eliminate funding
for nine different programs, including
the Christopher Columbus Foundation
and the Election Assistance Commis-
sion. Those are activities that we feel
are no longer necessary or are cer-
tainly not vital to the operation of the
Federal Government. We further re-
duce funding for more than a dozen
agencies and programs that, in our
opinion, can operate on a little bit less,
like the Bureau of the Fiscal Service,
the Federal Trade Commission, and the
Federal Communications Commission.

For the GSA, we reduce their funding
for the Federal buildings fund by $240
million. We continue to require them
to regularly report to us on their
spending and on the state of their
building portfolio. The bill provides the
GSA with enough funds to operate
their current building inventory, and it
provides new funding for three land
port of entry construction projects. We
also continue to push the GSA to re-
duce their surplus and vacant space.
We designate some funding to help
them consolidate their projects and
dispose of some of the projects, but we
make sure that they do that only if
there are going to be savings in the
long run.

In an effort to increase transparency
and accountability, we make the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau,
the CFPB, subject to the annual appro-
priations process of this Congress.
When Dodd-Frank set that agency up,
they purposefully left it without any
oversight from this Congress. We think
that is not the best way to go. We
think that that is an agency that
ought to report to us what they are
doing, how they are doing it, and how
much money they are spending, and
this bill will correct that flaw.

The bill freezes funding for the White
House and the Office of Management
and Budget. It includes a requirement
that OMB submit the President’s budg-
et request on time, which is something
they have not been able to do in the
last couple of years, or they will face a
withholding of approximately 7 months
of their budget until the President’s re-
quest is sent. In addition, the bill con-
tains a prohibition on funding for the
White House to prepare signing state-
ments and executive orders which are
contradictory to existing law.

I would like to touch on the IRS.
This committee still remains outraged
at some of the activities that we have
seen from the IRS in recent times.
First, we learned that they were sin-
gling out individuals and groups of in-
dividuals for additional scrutiny based
on their political philosophies. Then we
learned that they had wasted millions
of dollars in having lavish conferences
around the country and in making silly
videos. Then we learned that the new
Commissioner paid $63 million in bo-
nuses and awards after the prior Com-
missioner had said we are not going to
pay those. Then we find out that some
of the people who were receiving those
bonuses and awards were, in fact, delin-
quent in paying their own taxes. So,
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last year, we had some reforms on
spending, and we had reforms on the
targeting, but work remains to be
done.

This bill provides the IRS with $10.95
billion. That is $341 million below the
level last year, and it is $1.5 billion
below their request. Now, people say
that is a pretty drastic cut, but that
actually leaves the IRS funded at the
same level at which they were prior to
2008. We have to remember that the
IRS has betrayed the trust of the
American people in a lot of different
ways, and it is going to take some time
for the IRS to restore that trust, be-
cause it seems like, just about every
week, we read about a new revelation
of some sort of IRS bureaucratic in-
competence or, maybe, of a willful dis-
regard for existing law—or sometimes
even both.

We want to make sure that they
begin to clean up their act, and this
bill provides that they can no longer
subject people to additional scrutiny.
They can’t waste money on lavish con-
ferences anymore, and they can’t pay
bonuses and awards to people unless
they at least consider the conduct of
that individual and whether or not that
individual is current on his taxes. We
require a certain amount of reporting
from the IRS, and we require them to
tell us how much official time is being
used on union activities.

We also have language in there of
this new, revised regulation that they
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have put forward regarding the defini-
tion of what is an organization under
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code,
which was a rule that was promulgated
based on the investigation that was
taking place about the abuse of sin-
gling out individuals. In our opinion,
the Treasury should wait until that in-
vestigation is conducted before any
kind of new rule has been proposed.
The rule was withdrawn after there
were 150,000 comments, and a lot of
those comments came from all sides of
the political spectrum. We think there
is plenty for the IRS to do in terms of
time, in terms of energy, in terms of
money before they spend that in trying
to write a new rule. We also found out
just recently that, while the IRS asks
us to keep our records for 7 years, they
couldn’t keep their records for more
than 7 months, so there is a provision
in here that says they can’t destroy
any of their records if it is outside ex-
isting law.

Finally, I want to say something
about the Affordable Care Act. This
committee believes that the IRS
should not have a role in implementing
the individual mandate of the Afford-
able Care Act. The IRS, as I said, has
betrayed the trust of the American
people. There is not much trust in the
IRS today. People don’t trust the IRS
with their taxes, and they are certainly
not going to trust the IRS with their
health care. At a time when the IRS
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hasn’t demonstrated much ability to
either self-correct or self-police, the
bill says that they can’t spend any
money to implement the individual
mandate of the Affordable Care Act
and that they also can’t transfer any
money to fund it from the Department
of Health and Human Services.

That is it in a nutshell, Mr. Chair-
man. I think this is a good bill. It
takes the money that we have and
makes some tough choices, sets the
right priorities, and spends money in a
wise and efficient way.

I want to thank all of the members of
the subcommittee for the work that
they have put in. I want to thank our
staffs—both the majority and minority
staffs—for the work that they have put
in.

I want to say a special word of
thanks to the ranking member, Mr.
SERRANO, the gentleman from New
York. His input has made this a better
bill. Even though he thinks there
should be more money and he doesn’t
agree with everything that is in the
bill, he has been a great partner to
work with in the spirit of cooperation
and particularly in an effort to make
sure that we return to regular order,
where the appropriations bills are
brought before this House, so I want to
thank him for that.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I reserve
the balance of my time.
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 2015 (H.R. §018)
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2014 FY 20158 Bil1l vs. Bi11 ws.
Enacted Raguest Bil Enacted Request
TITLE I - DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Departmental Offices
Salaries and EXPONSES. .. ... .. i iivmoranciaanans 312,400 308,734 175,000 -137,400 ~133,734
Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence.... EER .- 120,000 +120,000 +120,000
Subtotal. ... e e 312,400 308,734 285,000 -17,400 ~13,734
Department-wide Systems and Capital Investments
PrOGIamS . . ot 2,728 2,728 - -2,728 ~2,725
Office of Inspector Senera‘ ........................... 34,800 35,3561 35,351 +551 .
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration..... 156,378 157,419 158,000 +1,825 +581
Special Inspector General for TARP. ... ... .. ... ..., 34,823 34,234 34,234 ~-B8Y .
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network.................. 112,000 108,661 108,661 -3,334% -
Subtotal, Departmental Offices.................. . 653,223 647,124 631 248 -21,977 ~15,878
Treasury Forfeiture Fund {rescission}............... .. ~738,000 -850, 000 -750,000 -14, 000 +200,000
Total, Departmental Offdces............. ... 0.en -82.777 -302,876 -118,754 -35,977 +184,122
Bureau of the Fiscal Service. ... ... .. cvuiiiiiinuenen 360,165 348,184 348,184 ~-11,081 .
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau.............. 99,000 96,000 86,000 -3,000 R
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
Program ACCOUNT . . . i i e 226,000 224,900 230,000 +4,000 +5,100
Payment of Government Losses in Shipment.............. 2,000 2,000 2.000 . R
Total, Department of the Treasury, non-IRS...... 604,388 368 208 587,430 -48,858 +189,222
Internal Revenue Service
Taxpayer ServiCes. . ... . i s 2,122,554 2,317,833 2,130,000 +7,446 ~187,833
EnTOrCBmMENT. . L. e e e 5,022,178 5,133,988 4,950,000 ~72,178 -183,988
Program integrity initiatives........... ... e . 237,838 .. . -237,838
SUbTOTAT . (o e e P 5,022,178 5,371,826 4,850,000 «7T2.,178 -421,826
Operations SUPPOrT. .. v vt i i i 3,740,942 4,215,168 3,620,000 -120,942 -595,169
Program integrity imitiatives.......... ... ... . - 241,689 .- e -241,689
SUBTOTAT . e e 3,740,942 4,456,858 3,620,000 -120,942 -836,858
Business Systems Modernization......... ... .. cviniuisnnn 312,938 330,210 250,000 ~82,938 ~80.,210
General Provision. . . it e e e s 92,000 EEE - ~§92,000 .
Total, Internal Revenue Service................. 11,290,612 12,476,527 10,950,000 -340,612 ~1,826,527
Total, title I, Department of the Treasury...... 11,885,000 12,844,738 11,507,430 -387,570 -1,337,308
Appropriations., . ... i e e {12,631,000) {13,315,208) (12,257,430} {-373,870) (-1.057,778)
RESCISSTONS . . it v et cs ittt cra et {-736,000} {-950,000} {~750,000) {~14,000) {+200,000)
{Mandatory)...... T {2,000} {2,000} {2,000} .- .-

{Discrationary). .. o it e (11,893,000} (12,842,735) {11,505,430) {-387,570) (-1,337,305)
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 20185 (H.R. 5016}
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2014 FY 2015 Bil11 vs. Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request Bi1l Enacted Request
TITLE I - EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND FUNDS
APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT
The White House
Sataries and ExXDenSeS. . .t it 55,000 55,110 55,000 . 110
Compensation of the President. ... ....... ... v R 450 - B - 450
B8, B4, . e s {450} " (450} e {+450)
Executive Residence at the White House:
Operating EXPensesS. ... ...ttt iinivnnnrroisans 12,700 12,700 12,700 N “ne
White House Repair and Restoration................ 750 750 500 -250 «250
Subtotal. .. ... i e 13,450 13,450 13,200 -250 -250
Council of EBconomic AGVISErs. ... .. v irieriovrarnsen 4,184 4,192 3,765 -418 -427
National Security Council and Homeland Security
CoUNCT T L e e ey 12,800 12,621 12,800 - -21
Office of Admindstration. .. ... ... v v 112,726 111,441 111,000 ~1,726 ~441
Total, The White House. ... ... . o ineans 197,960 197,264 195,565 -2,395 -1,699
Office of Management and Budget. . ... ... .o ivievy s 89,300 893,450 89,300 w -4, 150
Office of National Druyg Control Policy
Salaries and EXDONSES . .. i it e s 22,750 22,647 22,000 - 750 - 547
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Program......... 238,522 193,400 245,000 +6,478 +51,600
Other Federal Drug Control Programs.............. R 105,394 95,378 108,250 +2,856 +12,874
Total, Office of National Drug Control Policy... 366,666 311,423 375,250 +8,584 +63,827
Unanticipated Needs.......... PR 800 1,000 - -800 -1,000
Data-driven Innovation. . ................ e 2,000 .- . ~2,000 .
Information Technology Oversight and Reform.......... 8,000 20,000 9,000 +1,000 -11,000
Special Assistance to the President and Official
Residence of the Vice President:
Salaries and EXDENSES. . ...ttt i vn e 4,318 4,221 4,200 -118 -21
Operating EXPenSesS. . .. u it i i 308 248 290 -15 -8
Subtotal. (. e 4,824 4,520 4,490 «134 -30
Total, title II, Executive 0ffice of the
President and Funds Appropriated to the
President......... e Ces 669,350 627,687 673,605 +4, 258 +45,948
{Handaloryd. . o i e C {450) R . {-450)
(Discretionary) .. .. . i i i (669,350} {827,207} {673,605} {+4,255) {+46,398)
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 2015 (H.R. 5018)
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2014
Enacted

FY 2018
Request

Bill ws.
Enacted

H6173

Bi11 vs.
Request

TITLE 111 - THE JUDICIARY
Supreme Court of the United States
Salaries and Expenses:
Salaries of Justices. ... i e
Other salaries and eXPEASES . ... ot ii it ins
SUbtotal . . . i e
Care of the Building and Grounds........c.ovv i,
Total., Supreme Court of the United States.......
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
Sataries and Expenses:
Salaries of Judges. . ... . i i e e

Other salaries and eXPENSES. ... ..t re e san

Total, United States Court of Appeals Tor the
Federal Circuit. . .. vt

United States Court of International Trade
Salaries and Expenses:
Salaries of JUGGeS. . . . i i e
Other salaries and GXPeENSeS. ... vt iirvinnroros

Total, U.S. Court of International Trade......

Courts of Appeals, District Courts, and Other Judicial
Services

Salaries and Expenses:
Salaries of judges and bankruptcy judges..........
Other salaries a0d BXPENSES. .. o i it irncrns
Subtolal. L .. e
Vaceine Inmjury Compensation Trust Fund.. . ... ... ... ...
Dafender ServiCeS. ... . e
Fees of Jurors and Commissioners......................
COUrt SeCUrTLY. (it i i e e e

Total, Courts of Appeals, District Courts, and
Dther Judicial Services... .. .. .. i

Administrative Dffice of the United States Courts
Salaries and EXPENS®S. . ..t in it s
Federal Judicial Center
Salaries and EXPBASES . . ... ..t irr i iivanravarcoacs
Judictal Retirement Funds

Payment to Judiciary Trust Funds.. ... .o iiviiinnns
{Sec. 624}, ..., ... e e s

United States Sentencing Commission
Salaries and EXPEnS®S.. ... vt ih i es e s
Total, title III, the Judiciary........... . ...

Mandatoryl. . o e e
(I BCre OnaIY . . e i e i e

2,527
74,967

33,105

1,981
17,807

388,664
4,658,830

5,047 404

5,327
1,044,394
53,891
497,500

19,788

412,000
4,827,588

$,239,588

5,423
1,083,158
55,827
530,763

412,000
4,784,859

5,196,659

5,423
1,044,394
55,827
525,763

+23,338
+125,82¢

+149, 16

+36

+1,936
+28,263

6,648,608

81,200

26,200

{126,931)

6,884,759

84,399

26,959

143,800

6,828,066

82,824

26,724

(143.800)

+1789, 460

+1,624

+524

{+16,669)

-1,678

-23%

-143,800
(+143,800)

6,911,945
(395,820}
{6,516,126)

7,298,838
{563,001)
(6,735,637}

7,086,147
(419,401)
(6.676,746)

+184,202
(+23,581)
{+160,621)

202,491
{-143,600)
{~58,801)
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 2015 (H.R. 5016)
{Amounts in thousands)

Bi1l vs.
Enacted

-10,000

~13.800
+1,588

+2,016
+393
~-14,000
+100

+50
-3,000

Bil11 vs.
Request

-20,000

-4, 800
~21,419

-4,068
-231

-16,000

FY 2014
Enacted
TITLE IV - DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Federal Payment for Resident Tuition Support.......... 30,000
Federal Payment for Emergency Planning and Security
Costs in the District of Columbia. ............... ... 23,800
Federal Payment to the District of Columbia Courts.... 232,812
Federal Payment for Defender Services in District of
Columbia Courts................. PR 48,890
Federal Payment to the Court Services and Offender
Supervision Agency for the District of Columbia..... 226,484
Federal Payment to the District of Columbia Public
Defender ServiCe. . ... .. ... i i e 40,807
Federal Payment to the District of Columbia Water and
Sewer AULhOrITY . . i e e 14,000
Federal Payment to the Criminal Justice Coordinating
COUNCT L e e 1,800
Federal Payment for Judicial Commissions.............. 500
Federal Payment for School Improvement................ 48,000
Federal Payment for the D.C. Natiopal Guard........... 375
Federal Payment for Testing and Treatment of
HIVAAIDS e e e 5,000
Federal Payment for D.C. Commission on the Arts and
Humanities Grants. ... . i i i e e .
Total, Title IV, District of Columbia........... 673,268
TITLE V - OTHER INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
Administrative Conference of the United States........ 3,000

Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation............ 150

-150

-10,000

-17,096
+17,006

<200

-5,000

=10, 000

+1,709

Consumer Product Safety Commission.................... 118,000
Election Assistance Commission
Salaries and EXPENSES . . it ittt e i . 10,000
Federal Communications Commission
Salartes and EXPEABES . . .. ottt i i e 339,844
Offsetting fee collections - current year............. -339,844
Direct appropriation.... .. ... ...\, P "
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation: Office of
Inspector General {by transfer}.......... ... ... ... {34,568}
Federal Election Commission....... ... .. ii v iinas 88,791
Federal Labor Relations Authority........... ..+ . ..vasn 25,500
Faderal Trade Commission
Salaries and EXPONSES. .. vt cii it s 298,000
Offsetting fee collections - current vear............. ~103,300
Offsetting fee collections, telephone database........ -15,000
Direct appropriation. . .. i it 179,700
General Services Administration
Federal Buildings Fund
Limitations on Availability of Revenue!
Construction and acquisition of facilities........ 506,178
Raepairs and alterations...... e 1,076,823
Hew construction and repair.. . ... iy 69,500
Installment acquisition payments........... ... ..., 109,000
Rental of SDBCE. ... i i 5,387,109

FY 2015
Request BiNY
44,000 20,000
14,900 10,000
255,819 234,400
49,890 49,890
232,568 228,500
41,231 41,000
18,000 -
1,800 1,800
565 550
43,000 45,000
435 375
5,000 5,000
1.000 .
702,308 £36,615
3,200 3,000
123,000 118,000
10,000 L
375,380 322,748
~375,380 -322,748
{34,568) {34,568)
87,500 87,500
25,548 25,8500
293,000 293,000
-100,000 -100,000
-14,000 -14,000
178,006 179.000
745,449 420,460
1,256,738 965,817
5,871,348 5,500,000

-85,718
-111,006
-69,500
-109, 000
+112,881

-324, 989
-290,921

-171,348
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 2015 (H.R. 5016)
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2014
Enacted

FY 2015
Request

Building operations. ... .. i it

Subtotal, Limitations on aveilability of

FEVENMUE . .\ ot v et vt in v e ot e s
Rental income to fund. .. ... . . v criiinnr ey

Total, Federal Buildings Fund............. ...,
Government-wide Poliay. .. i e e
Operaling EXDenses. ... . i iniiarincniann e
Office of Inspector General...... ... .. iiniiinone s
Electronic Government Fund. ... ... vvivurivinnonens
Allowances and Office Staff for Former Presidents.....
Federal Citizen Services Fund........ ... ... ... iveu.n

Total, General Services Administration..........
Harry 8§ Truman Scholarship Foundation. . ... ... ..... ...

Merit Systems Protection Board

Salaries and EXDeNS8S . . .. v, ittt e e
Limitation on administrative expenses. .. ... i inacuns

Total, Merit Systems Protection Board...........

Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation

Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Trust Fund.......
Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund. . ... . ... .. .....

Total, Morris K. Udall and Stewart L Udall

Foundation. ... . i i e

National Archives and Records Administration

Operating EXDENSES. ...yt et cnin it
Reduction of deblt. . .. it e

Subtotal. . ... . e

Office of the Inspector General. . ... .. i iiienaivanns
Repairs and Restoration. ... ... oo N

Hational Historical Publications and Records

Commission Grants Program. ... o it v

Total, Netional Archives and Regords

Administration. (... . i i i e

National Credit Union Administration

Community Development Revolving Loan Fund.............
Office of Government Ethics. ... ..o v

Office of Personnel Management

Salaries and EXDENS8S. ..o v i i e .
Limitation on administrative expenses.............
Office of Inspector General. ... .. ... ... iiiinananns
Limitation on administrative expenses.............

Govt Payment for Annuitants, Employees Health

BENETILS . . e e s
(SRC. B2Z4) . i e e
Govt Payment for Annuitants, Employee Life Insurance..
{8eC. B24) . . i i i e
Payment to Civil Sve Retirement and Disability Fund...
{SBC. B24) .. . .. e

Total, Office of Personnel Management........ .
Handatory ... i e s
DisCrationaryY. L v v v s e

4,370,042

-9,950,560

9,817,887

-9,917,867

59,206
61,049
66,978

3,344
53,294

340,000

4,130
7,800

1,200
15,325

95,7867
118,578
4,684
21,340

(11,404,000}

{53,000}

(9,178,000}

1,071
15,420

96,039
118,425
4,384
21,340

11,806,000

55,000

8,975,000

Bi11 s, Bi11 vs.
Enacted Request
+*22,700 e
-239,633 -787,258
+32,893 .
- 208,740 ~787,258
- «1,208
«2,417 ..
.- -1.878
«16,000 -
-1,878 «1.,672
+18,490 -
~-208 548 -782,114
-750 .
-2.085 +35%
-2,088 +355
«2,100 «1,985
-3, 400 -3,420
-5,500 -5,418
-10,000 .-
-2,000 ..
-12,000 LR
-400 am
+500 L
=11,900 L
+800 +929
+95 -
+153 -128
-153 LR
-300 R

- -11,806,000
{+402,000) (+11,806,000)
e -5, 000
{+2,000} {+55,000)
- -8,875,000
{-203.000) (+8,975,000)

21,076,188
(20,838,000)
{240,188)

{240,059)

-300  -20,836,128
-e- {(-20,836,000)
{-300} {129}
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FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 2015 (H.R. 5016)
{Amounts in thousands)

FY 2014 FY 2013 Bi1l vs. Bill vs.
Enacted Request Bitl Enacted Request
Office of Special Counsel. ... . ... . . . . i unn 20,639 21,452 21,452 +813 e
Prior year DalanCes. ... ... e ooy 125 - - ~128 .
Postal Regulatory Commission. ... ...v evvnsrnnesnrn s 14,1582 15,283 14,152 v -1,131
Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board........... 3,100 8,008 4,500 +1,400 ~3,508
Recovery and Accountability Transparency Board........ 20,000 20,000 16,000 -5,000 -5,000
Securities and Exchange Commission.................... 1,350,000 1,700,000 1,400,000 +50, 000 - 300,000
B O T -1,350,000 -1,700,000 -1,400,000 -50,000 +300,000
SEC Reserve Fund {rescission)....... ... c.oovveares -25,000 - e +25,000 .-
SEC Reserve Fund {Tdmitation)............... ... .. .- .- -70,000 ~70,000 -70,000
Selective Service SysStem. . ... ... it 22,900 22,900 21,300 ~1,400 -1,400
Small Business Administration
Satartes and eXPeNSOS. . ... .t e 250,000 256,882 253,882 +3,882 -3,000
Entreprencurial Development Programs..... e e 198,165 187,825 197,828 +1,860 e
Office of Inspector General... ... . .. . .. cirinieninnn 18,000 19,400 18,400 +400 -
Office of Advocacy. .. ... nnn e e e 8,750 8,455 8,750 .- +285
Business Loans Program Account:
Direct Toans subsidy. .. . . i 4,800 2,500 2,500 «2,100 -
Buaranteed Toans subsidy. . ... .. i v iiii i 107,000 45,000 45,000 -62,000 LR
Administrative exXDeNSEeS. . .. i e 181,660 147,728 147,726 -3,834 LR
Total, Business loans program account. ... ... . 263,160 185,226 196,226 -67,934 .-
Disaster Loans Program Account:
Administrative @XPeRSES. . .. i e 191,800 32,222 186,858 ~5,042 +154,836
Disaster relief category.........oovuursvon s . 154,636 LN .- -154,636
Total, Small Business Administration...... 928,978 864,646 861,941 ~-87,034 -2,708
United States Postal Service
Payment to the Postal Service Fund.... ... o oviiiaan e . 58,342 +58,342 +58,342
Advance appropriations.... .. e s 70,751 70,371 - -70,751 -70,371
Office of Inspector General. ... . . .. inriaenren 241,468 243,883 243,000 +1 532 ~B83
Total, United States Postal Service............. 312,218 314,254 301,342 -10,877 ~12,912
United States Tax Court ... . v iiian e e PP 53,453 52,300 50,000 -3, 453 -2,300
Total, titie V, Independent Agencies............ 2,088,855 23,468,431 1,721,853 -368,002  -21,746,578
ApPropriations. (... i e {2,044,104) (23,243,424} {1,721, 853) {-322,281) {-21,521.571)
RESCIEEIONS . L ittt it e {-25,000} . ~-- {+25,000} .
Disaster relief category........ ... ooy "o {154 ,8636) v . {-154,836)
AGVANGES . . vttt et et et s {70,751) {70,371} {-70,751) {-70,371)
(by transfer). . . o v i (34,568} {34,568) (34,5868) < -
HENGAEOTY ) . i e e we {20,836,000) .. -~ {-20,836,000)
{DISCretionary}. . i i i i e {2,089,855) {2,632,431) {1,721,853) {-368,002) {-910,578)
TITLE VI - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Mandatory appropriations (Sec. 624)........ .. .. ... 20,762,381 - 20,980,050 +217,669  +20,080,050
Mandatory appropriations. .. ... ..o - {20,980, 050} . --- {«20,980,050})
Grand total........... e e et e 43,001,799 44,941,769 42,615,700 ~386,088 -2.326,089
APPTopTrIations . .. L. e (43,692,048} (45,666,762) (43,365,700} (-326,348) (-2,301,0862)
RESCTESTONS . L ittt i iet et e e {-761,000}) {-950,000) {-750,000) {+11,000) {+200,000)
Disaster relief category... ... ..o enn [N - {154,6386) .- .- {-154,636)
AQVBOGES .o v e ier et e {70,751} (70,371} {70,751} {-70,371)
{by transfer) . .. o i i e {34,568) {34,568} {34,568} LR -

Discretionary total.,.......... e 21,851,000 23,541,698 21,285,000 -566,000 -2,256,698



July 14, 2014

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am saddened to have to rise in op-
position to this legislation today. As a
long-time appropriator, I remember
the days when we were always able to
come together to determine the fund-
ing levels for our government in a bi-
partisan manner and with little par-
tisan warfare. Unfortunately, this bill
is not a product of those times.

I do not say this to blame Chairman
CRENSHAW or Chairman ROGERS, as
they have always listened to the con-
cerns that our side has had and have
tried to accommodate us when they
could. Mr. CRENSHAW is a great work-
ing partner, and he knows that that fa-
mous line is really true in this case: it
is not personal; it is about this issue.
There are many things we have been
able to agree on as a result, but they
have also been forced to listen to a por-
tion of their caucus that is not inter-
ested in the business of governing, and
as a result, the good portions of this
bill are overwhelmed by the problems
that this legislation has.

Let me discuss just a few of the more
serious shortfalls of this bill, starting
with a seriously inadequate allocation.
This subcommittee received an unac-
ceptably low 302(b) allocation that is
$566 million below last year’s bill. Per-
centage wise, this is a cut of 2.6 per-
cent, a level that no other sub-
committee has been forced to take.
The result is that there are several
agencies in this bill that are not funded
properly.

Primary among these is the Internal
Revenue Service. The IRS is funded at
$10.95 billion, a cut of $341 million
below last year. This means the agency
would operate at a level that is below
sequestration—funding levels that were
already grossly inadequate. I assume
this is being done both as some sort of
collective punishment of the Exempt
Organizations unit for the problems as-
sociated with their scrutiny of liberal
and conservative 501(c)(4) organiza-
tions, and as one final attempt to
hinder the implementation of the Af-
fordable Care Act. We already heard
from the chairman that they don’t
think this committee should be in-
volved with the Affordable Care Act.
We keep forgetting that it was passed
by both Houses, signed by the Presi-
dent and upheld by the Supreme Court.
These actions are irresponsible, and
they do more to hurt the American
people than does the IRS. Rather than
investing in further training to prevent
the problems that happened previously
or ensuring that we have the resources
to go after tax cheats, the majority has
chosen to play politics with the agency
that brings in the vast majority of our
Nation’s revenue. Unfortunately, these
funding levels will prevent the agency
from collecting money from tax cheats,
expand the tax gap, and increase our
deficit. Talk about fiscal irrespon-
sibility.

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission is also severely underfunded at
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a level of $1.4 billion. This is $300 mil-
lion below the request and is simply in-
sufficient to allow the agency to prop-
erly oversee Wall Street and protect in-
vestors, including many retirees who
have 401(k) and pension plans that are
invested in the marketplace. Both par-
ties have created additional respon-
sibilities for the SEC in recent years,
but funding has not kept pace. If we
keep asking the agency to do more
with less, then we cannot be surprised
if we experience another financial cri-
sis.

There are numerous other cuts to the
bill that are harmful as well, including
the elimination of the Election Assist-
ance Commission, cuts to the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, the
Federal Communications Commission,
and the General Services Administra-
tion, all of which have negative im-
pacts on the operations of our Federal
Government and private sector job
growth. However, I believe that the
biggest impediment to reaching com-
promise on this bill is the large number
of partisan riders that have been added.
Let me name just a few of the more ex-
cessive, all of which are major con-
cerns to our side of the aisle.

There are riders preventing the IRS
from implementing the Affordable Care
Act and from reforming the 501(c)(4)
regulations, which have caused so
much confusion and abuse. There is a
rider limiting Americans’ ability to
travel to Cuba on people-to-people
visas.

[ 1930

There is a rider preventing the SEC
from requiring publicly-traded compa-
nies to disclose their campaign dona-
tions to their shareholders, even
though there is no indication that the
agency has plans to do so.

There is a rider that prevents the
provision of abortion services in
multistate health plans under the Af-
fordable Care Act.

There are riders preventing the Dis-
trict of Columbia from using its own
funds to provide legal abortion services
to low-income women and to determine
its own local criminal justice laws with
regard to marijuana.

This is, by no means, an exhaustive
list. The number of riders on this bill
seems endless. I have no doubt that we
will be asked to add even more to this
list during debate on this bill.

Before we do that, I would point out
that we have spent a lot of time this
year discussing how to ensure a return
to regular order in the appropriations
process. I would suggest that it is ex-
tremely difficult to do so when the ma-
jority attempts to pack legislation
with a laundry list of partisan prior-
ities.

This is irresponsible governing, at
best, and they make a mockery of one
of this institution’s most important
functions, to fund the Federal Govern-
ment.

When we choose politics over the
needs of the American people, we
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should not be surprised when those
same people become cynical about
their elected representatives. The ap-
propriations process is not and should
not be the place to add every partisan
priority that the other side cannot pass
through the regular legislative process.

I feel confident that the American
people would rather just have us get on
with our jobs, instead of rehashing the
same arguments over the Affordable
Care Act, Dodd-Frank, and many other
issues.

Our side will attempt to remedy
some of these defects through the
amendment process; although with the
inadequate allocation, it will be dif-
ficult to do so. Unfortunately, as it is
currently written, this is not a bill
that I can support.

Before I finish, let me take a moment
to thank the staff on both sides of the
aisle for their hard work on this bill.
They have all devoted many hours to
creating this bill and report, and I
know I speak for all the Members on
our side when I say that we are grate-
ful for the hard work that they have
put into this bill.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS), the chairman
of the full Appropriations Committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I urge Members to
support this bill. This is a good bill. It
provides $21.3 billion to fund many,
many important programs and services
that help our government function and
our economy grow.

For example, the bill includes $862
million for the Small Business Admin-
istration, to assist our small busi-
nesses—and we all know those small
businesses are the backbone of our
economy—to help them prosper.

It also includes $6.7 billion for our
Federal courts, to ensure the faithful
execution of our laws and the timely
processing of Federal cases.

The bill also demonstrates a commit-
ment to keeping poor-performing or
misbehaving agencies and programs in
check. It cuts funding for the IRS, as
the chairman has said, by $341 million
from last year, nearly 12 percent below
the President’s request.

This funding level will allow the
agency to perform its core duties, but
will require IRS management to
streamline and make the very best use
of its allocated dollars.

We have also included language that
will help ensure that each and every
dollar spent by the IRS is spent le-
gally, responsibly, and appropriately.
For instance, the bill prohibits funding
for the production of inappropriate vid-
eos and conferences that many of us
have seen on television and for em-
ployee bonuses or awards, unless their
performance is considered.

The bill also prohibits funding for the
IRS to implement the ObamaCare indi-
vidual health care mandate on the
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American people. In light of the cha-
otic and dysfunctional rollout of the
Affordable Care Act, I don’t see how, in
good conscience, we can possibly allow
the IRS to fine American citizens when
many are just trying to comply with
this flawed law.

Due to the past inappropriate actions
by the IRS, we have also prohibited
funding for certain activities to pre-
vent a repeat of these abuses, including
targeting individuals based on their po-
litical beliefs, determining the tax-ex-
empt status of organizations under
501(c)(4), and several other provisions
that will help preserve the First
Amendment rights of all Americans.

The bill is designed to make sure the
government works for the people, not
against the people or our laws. Bill-
wide, the bill includes stringent over-
sight, accountability, and transparency
measures to make sure each and every
agency toes the line.

This includes prohibitions on funding
for the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent to prepare signing statements and
executive orders that contradict exist-
ing law and a provision that will bring
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau and the Office of Financial Re-
search under the annual appropriations
process, so we can have oversight for
the American people, ensuring that
these agencies will remain accountable
to the taxpayer.

These actions fulfill our congres-
sional duty to the American people, to
act as faithful shepherds of Federal tax
dollars, to force these agencies to re-
spect our laws and our budgets, and to
encourage a more streamlined, effi-
cient Federal Government.

Now, I want to take a minute to
thank Chairman CRENSHAW and Rank-
ing Member SERRANO for their dedi-
cated work on this bill. This is a tough
bill to write.

In fact, this is the first time, Mr.
Chairman, that the Financial Services
bill has been brought to the floor, I
think, since 2007, roughly; and so these
gentlemen and the staff and members
of their subcommittee—and gentle-
ladies—have worked hard. They have
worked together.

I know Mr. SERRANO is not perfectly
happy with every provision in the bill.
None of us are perfectly happy with it
either.

However, we need to thank them for
their hard work. We appreciate it very
much—and the staff, of course, who la-
bored mightily to bring this bill out.

This legislation, I think, reflects
commonsense decisions to prioritize
programs and services that are effec-
tive, efficient, and responsible with
taxpayer dollars. I urge all the Mem-
bers to support it.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
5 minutes to my colleague from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY), the ranking mem-
ber of the full committee.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
strong opposition to the bill, which
fails to prioritize the middle class, cre-
ate jobs, and provide opportunity for
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every citizen to succeed, yet it con-
tains a misguided political agenda, un-
workable funding levels, and unneces-
sary riders that inhibit agencies’ abil-
ity to crack down on special interest
abuses.

For our economy to succeed, inves-
tors must have faith that regulators do
their jobs, especially when we are still
recovering from the economic harm
caused by risky industry practice, yet
this bill could put mom-and-pop inves-
tors and our entire economy at risk
with inadequate funding authority for
the SEC at $300 million below the re-
quest.

This is outrageous when you consider
that the SEC’s funding does not take a
dime of U.S. taxpayer dollars or impact
the deficit in any way because it is en-
tirely fee-funded.

In the last fiscal year, due to budget
constraints, the SEC examined only
about 9 percent of registered invest-
ment advisers. The number of invest-
ment advisers has increased by 40 per-
cent over the past decade, and assets
under management have more than
doubled, yet the SEC’s funding has not
kept up with the need.

It is clear this bill should do more to
protect investors and ensure that in-
dustry does not resume practices that
endanger Americans’ hard-earned
money.

This bill would cut the IRS budget by
more than $340 million, to below fiscal
year 2008 levels. These cuts would force
the IRS to operate with 9,500 fewer
staff.

The rate of response for taxpayers
who call the IRS for assistance, which
is currently a dismal 61 percent, would
fall to less than 50 percent. Small busi-
ness owners, taxpayers would waste
their time on hold, instead of using
that time to focus on strengthening
their businesses and the economic se-
curity of their families or creating
jobs. Disturbingly, these cuts would re-
sult in $2 billion in uncollected revenue
compared to the request level.

While actions at the IRS warrant fur-
ther oversight and reform, these cuts
are excessive. The IRS should receive
the resources it needs to train its
workforce to uphold the highest stand-
ards, not cut it for the sake of making
a political point.

These IRS cuts will only make it
easier for tax cheats to go undetected
and more difficult for law-abiding tax-
payers to get assistance.

Other troublesome measures attempt
to dictate local government decisions
for Washington, D.C., and prohibit im-
plementation of health reforms that
have given millions of Americans af-
fordable health coverage for the first
time. It is also full of riders that un-
necessarily involve women’s health,
needle exchanges, even a denial of
funds for D.C. voting rights.

If Congress imposed these demands
on any other area of the country, and
particularly areas represented by some
of my Republican friends, I expect
many would yell from the rooftops that
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the Federal Government was imposing
on your way of life and in your local
decisions. These efforts are unfair to
the citizens of Washington, D.C.

What frustrates me most is that my
Republican friends know that govern-
ment agencies cannot function at the
levels they would impose, but would
rather vote to slash funding even lower
because it suits their political pur-
poses. Our constituents deserve better
than this cynical political exercise.

Vote ‘“‘no’” on this shameful bill that
prioritizes special interests over the
middle class.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK), a valued mem-
ber of the subcommittee.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, thanks
to my chairman of this very important
subcommittee for giving me the oppor-
tunity to speak on behalf and even a
friendly gesture to my friend from New
York down there, who reminds me,
from time to time, about the Yankee
dominance in baseball. It is great to
have his association on this com-
mittee.

Mr. Chairman, our subcommittee is
aware of our Nation’s fiscal situation,
and we closely evaluated the budget re-
quests for the diverse group of agencies
funded in this bill. We held numerous
hearings. We listened to the agencies
about their priorities and needs. We
challenged them with tough questions
that reflect the realities of the choices
we, as appropriators, have to make on
a daily basis.

Using this information, Mr. Chair-
man, the subcommittee produced a bill
that provides a little over $21 billion in
total funding and sees to it that every
agency funded under the bill can carry
out its core functions.

Take, for example, our Federal
courts which, because of this bill, will
have the resources they need to ensure
that our courtrooms are safe and jus-
tice is served; or the Small Business
Administration, which will be able to
make entrepreneurs’ dreams become a
reality, leading to new business, more
jobs, thriving communities, and a 21st
century economy with the funds that
the agency receives through this legis-
lation.

0 1945

Mr. Chairman, as Members of Con-
gress, and especially as appropriators,
we have an obligation to carefully
steward each and every taxpayer dol-
lar, and in this bill, transparency and
accountability rule the day.

In this bill, the CFPB, an agency
that has operated in the shadows with
unfettered power and no account-
ability, is brought under the appropria-
tions process. Agencies, Mr. Chairman,
that have violated the public’s trust
and misused taxpayer dollars, such as
the GSA and the IRS, they are held ac-
countable. As an example, the IRS
budget is returned to below fiscal 2008
levels, ensuring the agency does not
have extra funding to target Americans
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based on their political beliefs without
hampering the IRS’ ability to enforce
our Nation’s tax laws.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, I commend
the gentleman from Florida, Chairman
CRENSHAW, and the subcommittee staff
for producing a bill that is worthy of
this Chamber’s support. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
important legislation.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman mentioned baseball. I would
like to remind folks that we are so
committed and dedicated to our job
that we are not watching the Home
Run Derby right now.

With the way we treat Washington,
D.C., you would think we were mem-
bers of the city council. But I am going
to shock everyone by actually yielding
2 minutes of time to the gentlewoman
from Washington, D.C. (Ms. NORTON),
who was elected by the folks from D.C.

Ms. NORTON. I thank my friend for
yielding and for his work, and I thank
my friends from Florida and from New
York for their work on the D.C. portion
and regret that two riders mar that
portion of the bill.

Mr. Chairman, Congress disallows
Federal money for abortions, but 17
States assert their local prerogative to
do so in our Federal Republic, which
treasures local autonomy above all.

Congress maintains that marijuana
must be criminally penalized, but 18
States have taken State leadership to
decriminalize marijuana. The adminis-
tration’s Statement of Administration
Policy respects D.C.’s equal right to do
what 18 States have already done, and
so should this House.

The abortion ban deprives D.C.’s low-
income women of the reproductive
rights exercised by other American
women. And the marijuana decrimi-
nalization law deprives African Ameri-
cans in the District of equal rights
under the law.

Yet Blacks and Whites use marijuana
at the same rate, but 90 percent of
those arrested for possession in D.C.
are Black. A Black kid in America with
a ‘‘drug conviction’ has his life ruined.

Abusing pot is a bad idea, but penal-
izing it is worse.

D.C. puts fines collected from civil
violations of its new law in a substance
abuse prevention and treatment fund.
A D.C. bill authorizes public education
on marijuana use and abuse. That
beats what most decriminalization ju-
risdictions have done.

The gentleman from Maryland, ANDY
HARRIS, the sponsor of this bill, has
suspended his own professed State
devolution principles. This House
should not follow him.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, at
this time, I yield to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) for a col-
loquy.

Mr. GOSAR. I thank the chairman
for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to thank
Chairman CRENSHAW and, indeed,
Ranking Member SERRANO for their
leadership and the hard work that they
have dedicated to the subcommittee.
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I would further like to thank the
committee for including in the markup
a language request I made during the
programmatic request period. The pol-
icy I mentioned would preclude the
agencies funded by this bill from hiring
or contracting with outside organiza-
tions for the purpose of teaching the
employees of those agencies how to
support or defeat legislation being con-
sidered here in Congress.

I first learned of this practice when
reviewing Senator ToM COBURN’S an-
nual Wastebook and found that NASA
and other agencies had multimillion-
dollar contracts out so that their em-
ployees could learn more about Con-
gress and the legislative process.

Though I appreciate anyone’s inter-
est in Congress and the processes in-
volved with conducting legislative
business, I do not find this a prudent
use of taxpayer money. So today I
humbly request that, in any conference
committee proceedings between the
House and Senate, the chairman push
to include such language in the govern-
ment-wide provisions title of any final
bill that would be voted upon by both
Chambers rather than limiting this
policy to those agencies funded di-
rectly by this bill.

It is important to me and to my con-
stituents that Congress does not appro-
priate any money to Federal agencies
so that those Federal agencies can use
the money to pay outside organizations
to teach agency personnel to support
or defeat legislation before Congress or
so that they may learn about the legis-
lative process.

There are endless no-cost resources
available on legislative process, com-
mittee memberships, budget outlays,
and the like. My office has taken meet-
ings with representatives from many
agencies, and during those meetings,
those agency representatives are free
to ask about the legislative process. It
should not take multimillion-dollar
contracts and symposiums to achieve
these ends.

Again, I thank the chairman and the
ranking member for their work and
their consideration of this request.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Well, I thank the
gentleman for yielding and engaging in
this colloquy. I also thank him for his
leadership on this particular issue and
for making great strides regarding the
rooting out of government waste,
fraud, and abuse. The committee did
include the language in question, and
we were happy to do so.

As the gentleman stated, this type of
practice surely fits within the same
realm of government propaganda which
is barred by law. When the conference
committee is selected and meets to dis-
cuss all spending programs and prior-
ities, I will work to see the gentle-
man’s request is considered appro-
priately and amongst all conferees.

So again, I thank the gentleman for
his efforts. I look forward to working
with him on this item and others.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, may I
inquire as to how much time remains
on both sides.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
New York has 16 minutes remaining,
and the gentleman from Florida has 8%
minutes remaining.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) for the
purpose of a colloquy.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, I want to
thank Ranking SERRANO for providing
me the opportunity to enter into a col-
loquy on the topic of cybersecurity,
specifically, SEC disclosure guidance
relating to cybersecurity risks and
cyber incidents. This is an issue that is
of critical importance not only to our
national security, but also to our eco-
nomic security, affecting every Amer-
ican consumer and investor.

It is no secret to anyone here that
the challenges we face in the cyber
realm are immense. Certainly, the
news is rife with attacks, be it the
massive Target breach of personal in-
formation by cyber criminals, Iran’s
reported denial-of-service attacks on
U.S. banks, or the recently disclosed
ongoing attacks on the hedge fund in-
dustry. The Center for Strategic and
International Studies recently esti-
mated that almost 1 percent of global
income, or $445 billion, is lost each
year to cyber crime and economic espi-
onage. That is a stunning tally, yet
such costs are rarely, if ever, reflected
in financial statements.

Protecting intellectual property,
trade secrets, and custom information
must be a priority for government, cor-
porations, and consumers. I know this
is a concern of yours, and I hope it is of
equal concern to the committee.

Institutional investors, consumers,
private investors, and public pension
funds need sufficient information to
make informed decisions concerning a
firm’s cyber controls, just as Members
of Congress and our staffs must have
access to the best information possible
to conduct proper oversight and make
the best public policy decisions.

The committee rightfully points out
that ‘‘corporate disclosures are at the
core of investor protection’’; however,
there are real questions about the dis-
closures that companies are making to
their boards and shareholders regard-
ing their vulnerabilities in cyberspace.
While the SEC made some limited ef-
forts in 2011 with cybersecurity, there
is no finish line. So it is incumbent on
all of us to continue evolving as the
threat evolves.

In my current positions on the
Armed Services and Intelligence Com-
mittees, I devote a significant amount
of time to tackling this continuing
problem. I remain extraordinarily con-
cerned about the systematic and
wholesale theft of corporate property
for economic advantage.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. SERRANO. I yield the gentleman
an additional 15 seconds.
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Mr. LANGEVIN. I firmly believe that
we need to do more as a country to se-
cure our Nation against the threat of
cyber penetrations and attacks, and we
must do more so that investors can
have the very best information avail-
able when making their investment de-
cisions.

I yield to the gentleman from New
York for any comments he would have.

Mr. SERRANO. I thank the gen-
tleman for bringing this issue to our
attention.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has again expired.

Mr. SERRANO. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Cybersecurity is of critical impor-
tance to our national security and our
economic security. I look forward to
working with you as we move to con-
ference to ensure that the SEC can ef-
fectively address cybersecurity issues.

I yield 15 seconds to the gentleman
from Rhode Island to close.

Mr. LANGEVIN. I thank you, Rank-
ing SERRANO, for your continued inter-
est in this issue. I look forward to
working with you as we move to con-
ference to ensure that the SEC has the
tools necessary to update their cyber-
security disclosure guidance and that
the SEC includes an update on cyberse-
curity disclosure guidance in the re-
port to the committee.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I will continue to
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. COHEN) for a colloquy.

Mr. COHEN. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I rise on the provision
in this bill that would deny the D.C.
Council the right to have a different
policy on marijuana than they have
had in the past.

I can understand politically the other
side not wanting the people of D.C. to
have Senators and Reps because the
likelihood is they would be Democrats,
but not to let them have self-rule
smacks of colonialism, colonialism
that is of another era, colonialism that
is of the days of Jim Crow.

To not allow D.C. to have the right to
pass their own laws and to have the
same opportunity to have laboratories
of democracy, as Louis Brandeis talked
about, is wrong. What it will do is it
will not stop teens from doing mari-
juana, but it will put more teens in jail
with a scarlet letter and an expense
and maybe prevent them from having
the opportunity to get a scholarship,
housing, and a job.

It is against the wrong side of history
for them to stop D.C.’s Council from
having the authority and for putting
African Americans, who are dispropor-
tionately affected, in jail and ruining
their lives. I object to what has been
included and wish that they would re-
consider.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I will continue to
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I
would just like to take a second in
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closing to say that Mr. COHEN’s com-
ments were very well taken. I think
the mistake we make here is that we
continue to add riders to this bill, and
a lot of riders in the past had to do
with Washington, D.C.

Now, as I have said on many occa-
sions, for me, this is more than a legis-
lative issue. It is a personal issue. I was
born in Puerto Rico, raised in New
York, and at times I haven’t been
pleased with the relationship and the
way Puerto Rico has been treated by
this Federal Government.

So I would just hope that, as we go
along, people will continue, continue,
continue to realize that the District of
Columbia has its own folks, its own
elected officials at the local level, and
they should be able to conduct their
own business.

Lastly, we do this because this coun-
try that we love so well and this coun-
try that I love so well and that we
serve on a daily basis should not treat
any segment of its citizens in a dif-
ferent way than it treats other people.
I realize that we have a constitutional
responsibility, but we don’t have to
misuse that responsibility.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
Chairman CRENSHAW and this bill.

This bill is a first step toward holding the
IRS accountable for its targeting of conserv-
ative tax-exempt applicants for their political
beliefs.

The Oversight and Government Reform
Committee is conducting a thorough investiga-
tion of the IRS targeting.

This investigation is ongoing. But from what
we know so far, it is clear that the IRS is in
serious need of reform.

We have found an agency that worked in
fall 2010 to target conservative tax-exempt
groups in wake of the President's campaign
against the Supreme Court case, Citizens
United.

We have found an agency that called these
conservative groups “very dangerous” and put
them through an unprecedented “multi-tier” re-
view.

We have found an agency that coordinated
with the Justice Department in October 2010
about the prosecution of tax-exempt groups
for their political speech activities.

We have found an agency that sent a 1.1
million-page registry, including confidential tax-
payer information, to the FBI.

We have found an agency that has been
politicized by its excessive role in a highly par-
tisan law, ObamaCare.

We have found an agency that mysteriously
lost two years of e-mail records and an agen-
cy that cautions its employees about what
they say in e-mail for fear of congressional
oversight.

In short, we have found an agency that has
become a arm of the Obama Administration
rather than an independent administrator of
federal tax law.

This bill takes the first steps toward making
the IRS work for the American people.

This bill will ensure that the IRS will never
again target tax-exempt applicants for their po-
litical beliefs.
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This bill will prevent the IRS from finalizing
a proposed rule that would make permanent in
federal regulations its targeting of conserv-
atives.

This bill will also cut back on the misuse of
taxpayer dollars for inappropriate conferences
and employee bonuses.

Most importantly, Mr. Chair, this bill will
begin the long road toward restoring public
trust and accountability in the Obama IRS.

| applaud Chairman CRENSHAW for his lead-
ership and | urge my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chair, | speak today re-
garding section 131 of the Financial Services
and General Government Appropriations Act,
2015.

This section is a very important provision
that requires the Treasury to report to Con-
gress each month on the number of individ-
uals who have failed to pay their Obamacare
insurance premiums.

Earlier this year the House passed my bill,
H.R. 3362, the Exchange Information Disclo-
sure Act—which also sought basic information
on the exchanges.

This should be easy.

What we'’re talking about today is basic
transparency and accountability.

We are asking for information that any entity
overseeing a health insurance operation
should have at the tip of their fingers at all
times.

If my friends on the other side of the aisle
are so confident about health care reform, this
will prove it's working as intended.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, each amendment shall be
debatable for 10 minutes, equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent
and an opponent, and shall not be sub-
ject to amendment. No pro forma
amendment shall be in order except
that the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations, or their respective designees,
may offer up to 10 pro forma amend-
ments each at any point for the pur-
pose of debate. The Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may accord pri-
ority in recognition on the basis of
whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed
in the portion of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD designated for that purpose.
Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered read.

The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5016

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and for
other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Depart-
mental Offices including operation and
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maintenance of the Treasury Building and
Annex; hire of passenger motor vehicles;
maintenance, repairs, and improvements of,
and purchase of commercial insurance poli-
cies for, real properties leased or owned over-
seas, when necessary for the performance of
official business, $175,000,000: Provided, That,
of the amount appropriated under this head-
ing—

(1) not to exceed $2,000,000 is for the Office
of the Secretary/Deputy Secretary;

(2) not to exceed $2,000,000 is for the Office
of Legislative Affairs;

(3) not to exceed $200,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses;

(4) not to exceed $258,000 is for unforeseen
emergencies of a confidential nature to be
allocated and expended under the direction
of the Secretary of the Treasury and to be
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate; and

(5) up to $21,000,000 shall remain available
until September 30, 2016.

J 2000

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. SESSIONS

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 2, line 17, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,750,000)".

Page 152, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $1,750,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 661, the gentleman from Texas
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I
want to thank the young chairman of
the subcommittee, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW) for not only
his great work that he has done on this
bill but also presenting this bill before
the Rules Committee along with the
gentleman, Mr. SERRANO, who not only
ably spoke about their bill but de-
fended its process and the attempt that
they are trying to make today to pass
this into law.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment will
reduce Department of the Treasury
funding for salaries and expenses of de-
partmental offices by 1 percent. This
$1.75 million cut will not only reason-
ably save the government much-needed
funds but will also send a clear signal
to the Treasury Department that they
must take seriously their oversight re-
sponsibilities over the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, known as
the OCC.

I have been engaged in a process on
behalf of a constituent of mine for a
number of years, and I am here finally
on the floor today as a result of frus-
tration and what I think is an outright
lack of effectively doing their job in
the OCC.

Beginning in 2007, the OCC opened an
action against T Bank, NA, with regard
to their relationship with a payment
processor, specifically investigating
the bank’s CEO, a gentleman from Dal-
las, Texas, Patrick Adams. The inves-
tigation culminated in a trial before an
administrative law judge. That admin-
istrative law judge was picked specifi-
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cally by the OCC as the administrative
judge.

On November 8, 2012, the judge rec-
ommended that all charges brought by
the Comptroller of the Currency
against Mr. Adams be dismissed on No-
vember 8, 2012. Most disturbing is that
the Comptroller has refused to render a
decision, leaving Mr. Adams all this
time in legal limbo.

12 CFR 109.40 clearly states the
Comptroller ‘‘shall render a final deci-
sion within 90 days after notification of
the parties that the case has been sub-
mitted for final decision.”

Despite being required by law, the
Comptroller has refused to render a
final decision 15 months after the offi-
cial submission by the administrative
judge. Instead, the Comptroller has ex-
tended the 90-day period four times,
most recently in May of this year. The
Code of Federal Regulations provides
no avenue for the Comptroller to ex-
tend such a decision.

I believe this delay represents a sig-
nificant deficiency in the operations of
an agency under the purview of the
Treasury Department. Mr. Chairman, I
will tell you that I have tried to work
tirelessly through this problem with
the gentleman from Dallas, Texas, my
constituent, and it is the Federal Gov-
ernment, through the OCC, who refuses
to abide by a decision made by an ad-
ministrative judge that they chose and
has waited 15 months, holding this gen-
tleman in limbo at a time of his life
when he has spent millions of dollars
to protect himself against the Federal
Government, and the administrative
judge ruled against the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Chairman, it is time that the
OCC do their job. And since they are
not, I am here on the floor today, and
I am asking Members of this body to
take the action that is necessary, reg-
ular, and, I consider, reasonable. So I
urge all of my colleagues to support
this amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I would yield, at this
time, to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. CRENSHAW), the subcommittee
chair.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I just want to
thank him for bringing this to our at-
tention and let him know that I am
happy to support this amendment.

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank the gen-
tleman. And, Mr. Chairman, I want you
to know that I would appreciate not
only his help, but also the help of the
inspector general of the Treasury De-
partment, who has been advised of this
circumstance, and we are waiting for
their final decision. Even though it is
15 months late, I believe we should
move forward and take the $1.7 million
away from an agency that does not live
within the law.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in opposition to the amendment.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
New York is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I rise
to oppose the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, departmental salaries
and expenses of Treasury have already
been cut by $17.4 million this year as
compared to last year. That includes
the departmental offices account. That
means that this portion of the bill is
4.4 percent below what the administra-
tion requested.

Mr. Chairman, there is no need to cut
it any further. I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS).

The amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

OFFICE OF TERRORISM AND FINANCIAL
INTELLIGENCE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the necessary expenses of the Office of
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to safe-
guard the financial system against illicit use
and to combat rogue nations, terrorist
facilitators, weapons of mass destruction
proliferators, money launderers, drug Kking-
pins, and other national security threats,
$120,000,000: Provided, That of the amount ap-
propriated under this heading: (1) not to ex-
ceed $28,000,000 is available for administra-
tive expenses; and (2) $15,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2017: Provided
further, That the unobligated balances of
prior year appropriations m